
    

 

LCO No. 4153   1 of 11 
 

General Assembly  Raised Bill No. 1029  
January Session, 2023  LCO No. 4153 

 
 
Referred to Committee on EDUCATION  
 

 

Introduced by:  
(ED)  

 
 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE LEGISLATIVE COMMISSIONERS' 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TECHNICAL REVISIONS TO THE 
EDUCATION AND EARLY CHILDHOOD STATUTES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 10-211a of the general statutes is 1 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 2 

passage): 3 

(a) As used in this section and section 10-211b, "designated staff 4 

member" means a teacher, school administrator, school counselor, 5 

[school counselor,] psychologist, social worker, nurse, physician or 6 

school paraeducator employed by a local or regional board of education 7 

or working in a public middle school or high school. 8 

Sec. 2. Subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 14-111e of the 9 

general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 10 

thereof (Effective from passage): 11 

(2) The commissioner shall suspend, for a period of sixty days, the 12 

motor vehicle operator's license or nonresident operating privilege of 13 
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any person who has been convicted of a violation of subdivision (1) of 14 

subsection (b) of section 30-89 or subsection (b) [,] or (c) of section 21a-15 

279a and who was under the age of twenty-one at the time of such 16 

violation. 17 

Sec. 3. Subsection (d) of section 10-265s of the general statutes is 18 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 19 

passage): 20 

(d) Not later than December 1, 2023, the Office of Workforce Strategy 21 

shall submit a report to the Governor and the joint standing committees 22 

of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to 23 

education, higher education and employment advancement and labor 24 

and public employees, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-25 

4a. Such report shall include, but not be limited to, the number of 26 

individuals who have enrolled in a training program offered as part of 27 

the pilot program, the number of individuals who have completed such 28 

training programs, and the number of individuals who have completed 29 

such training program and obtained a permanent job in the heating, 30 

ventilation and air conditioning system sector. 31 

Sec. 4. Subsection (c) of section 8-210 of the general statutes is 32 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 33 

passage): 34 

(c) The Office of Early Childhood, in consultation with 35 

representatives from child care centers, group child care homes and 36 

family child care homes, within available appropriations, shall develop 37 

guidelines for programs provided at state-contracted child care centers, 38 

group child care [home] homes and family child care homes. The 39 

guidelines shall include standards for program quality and design and 40 

identify short and long-term outcomes for families participating in such 41 

programs. The Office of Early Childhood, within available 42 

appropriations, shall provide a copy of such guidelines to each state-43 

contracted child care center, group child care home and family child 44 

care home. Each state-contracted child care center, group child care 45 
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home and family child care home shall use the guidelines to develop a 46 

program improvement plan for the next twelve-month period and shall 47 

submit the plan to the Office of Early Childhood. The plan shall include 48 

goals to be used for measuring such improvement. The Office of Early 49 

Childhood shall use the plan to monitor the progress of such child care 50 

center, group child care home or family child care home. 51 

Sec. 5. Subdivision (5) of subsection (c) of section 10-15j of the general 52 

statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof 53 

(Effective from passage): 54 

(5) Two appointed by the minority leader of the House of 55 

Representatives, one of whom is a representative of the Connecticut 56 

Association of Schools and one of whom is a representative of the 57 

Connecticut Association of Latino Administrators and Superintendents; 58 

Sec. 6. Subsection (e) of section 10-15j of the general statutes is 59 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 60 

passage): 61 

(e) The Commissioner of Education, or the commissioner's designee, 62 

shall serve as the [chairpersons] chairperson of the commission. 63 

Sec. 7. Section 10-16 of the general statutes is repealed and the 64 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 65 

Each school district shall provide in each school year no less than one 66 

hundred [and] eighty days of actual school sessions for grades 67 

kindergarten to twelve, inclusive, nine hundred hours of actual school 68 

work for full-day kindergarten and grades one to twelve, inclusive, and 69 

four hundred [and] fifty hours of half-day kindergarten, provided 70 

school districts shall not count more than seven hours of actual school 71 

work in any school day towards the total required for the school year. 72 

Remote learning shall be considered an actual school session for 73 

purposes of this section, provided such remote learning is conducted in 74 

compliance with the standards developed pursuant to subsection (b) of 75 

section 10-4w. If weather conditions result in an early dismissal or a 76 
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delayed opening of school, a school district which maintains separate 77 

morning and afternoon half-day kindergarten sessions may provide 78 

either a morning or afternoon half-day kindergarten session on such 79 

day. As used in this section, "remote learning" means instruction by 80 

means of one or more Internet-based software platforms as part of a 81 

remote learning model. 82 

Sec. 8. Subsection (a) of section 10-16b of the general statutes, as 83 

amended by section 376 of public act 21-2 of the June special session and 84 

section 263 of public act 22-118, is repealed and the following is 85 

substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2023): 86 

(a) In the public schools the program of instruction offered shall 87 

include at least the following subject matter, as taught by legally 88 

qualified teachers, the arts; career education; consumer education; 89 

health and safety, including, but not limited to, human growth and 90 

development, nutrition, first aid, including cardiopulmonary 91 

resuscitation training in accordance with the provisions of section 10-92 

16qq, disease prevention and cancer awareness, including, but not 93 

limited to, age and developmentally appropriate instruction in 94 

performing self-examinations for the purposes of screening for breast 95 

cancer and testicular cancer, community and consumer health, physical, 96 

mental and emotional health, including youth suicide prevention, 97 

substance abuse prevention, including instruction relating to opioid use 98 

and related disorders, safety, which shall include the safe use of social 99 

media, as defined in section 9-601, and may include the dangers of gang 100 

membership, and accident prevention; language arts, including reading, 101 

writing, grammar, speaking and spelling; mathematics; physical 102 

education; science, which shall include the climate change curriculum 103 

described in subsection (d) of this section; social studies, including, but 104 

not limited to, citizenship, economics, geography, government, history 105 

and Holocaust and genocide education and awareness in accordance 106 

with the provisions of section 10-18f; African-American and black 107 

studies in accordance with the provisions of section 10-16ss; Puerto 108 

Rican and Latino studies in accordance with the provisions of section 109 

10-16ss; Native American studies, in accordance with the provisions of 110 
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section 10-16vv; computer programming instruction; and in addition, 111 

on at least the secondary level, one or more world languages; vocational 112 

education; and the black and Latino studies course in accordance with 113 

the provisions of sections 10-16tt and 10-16uu. For purposes of this 114 

subsection, world languages shall include American Sign Language, 115 

provided such subject matter is taught by a qualified instructor under 116 

the supervision of a teacher who holds a certificate issued by the State 117 

Board of Education. For purposes of this subsection, the "arts" means 118 

any form of visual or performing arts, which may include, but not be 119 

limited to, dance, music, art and theatre; and "reading" means 120 

evidenced-based instruction that focuses on competency in oral 121 

language, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, rapid 122 

automatic name or letter name fluency and reading comprehension. 123 

Sec. 9. Subsection (a) of section 10-16b of the general statutes, as 124 

amended by section 32 of public act 22-80, is repealed and the following 125 

is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025): 126 

(a) In the public schools the program of instruction offered shall 127 

include at least the following subject matter, as taught by legally 128 

qualified teachers, the arts; career education; consumer education; 129 

health and safety, including, but not limited to, human growth and 130 

development, nutrition, first aid, including cardiopulmonary 131 

resuscitation training in accordance with the provisions of section 10-132 

16qq, disease prevention and cancer awareness, including, but not 133 

limited to, age and developmentally appropriate instruction in 134 

performing self-examinations for the purposes of screening for breast 135 

cancer and testicular cancer, community and consumer health, physical, 136 

mental and emotional health, including youth suicide prevention, 137 

substance abuse prevention, including instruction relating to opioid use 138 

and related disorders, safety, which shall include the safe use of social 139 

media, as defined in section 9-601, and may include the dangers of gang 140 

membership, and accident prevention; language arts, including reading, 141 

writing, grammar, speaking and spelling; mathematics; physical 142 

education; science, which may include the climate change curriculum 143 

described in subsection (d) of this section; social studies, including, but 144 
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not limited to, citizenship, economics, geography, government, history 145 

and Holocaust and genocide education and awareness in accordance 146 

with the provisions of section 10-18f; African-American and black 147 

studies in accordance with the provisions of section 10-16ss; Puerto 148 

Rican and Latino studies in accordance with the provisions of section 149 

10-16ss; Native American studies, in accordance with the provisions of 150 

section 10-16vv; Asian American and Pacific Islander studies, in 151 

accordance with the provisions of section 10-66ww; computer 152 

programming instruction; and in addition, on at least the secondary 153 

level, one or more world languages; vocational education; and the black 154 

and Latino studies course in accordance with the provisions of sections 155 

10-16tt and 10-16uu. For purposes of this subsection, world languages 156 

shall include American Sign Language, provided such subject matter is 157 

taught by a qualified instructor under the supervision of a teacher who 158 

holds a certificate issued by the State Board of Education. For purposes 159 

of this subsection, the "arts" means any form of visual or performing 160 

arts, which may include, but not be limited to, dance, music, art and 161 

theatre; and "reading" means evidenced-based instruction that focuses 162 

on competency in oral language, phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 163 

vocabulary, rapid automatic name or letter name fluency and reading 164 

comprehension. 165 

Sec. 10. Section 10-204d of the general statutes is repealed and the 166 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 167 

Any [person] student who is exempt from the immunization 168 

requirements set forth in section 10-204a on religious grounds shall 169 

continue to be exempt from such requirements on religious grounds if 170 

such student transfers from one public or private school in the state to 171 

another public or private school in the state under the jurisdiction of 172 

either the same or a different local or regional board of education, or 173 

similar body governing a nonpublic school or schools. 174 

Sec. 11. Subsection (b) of section 10-215l of the general statutes is 175 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 176 

passage): 177 
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(b) A local or regional board of education, a regional educational 178 

service center, a cooperative arrangement pursuant to section 10-158a, 179 

child care centers, group child care homes and family child care homes, 180 

as such terms are described in section 19a-77, or any organization or 181 

entity administering or assisting in the development of a farm-to-school 182 

program, may apply, in a form and manner prescribed by the 183 

department, for a grant under this section. Such grant shall be used to 184 

develop or implement a farm-to-school program, which may include (1) 185 

the purchase of equipment, resources or materials, including, but not 186 

limited to, local food products, gardening supplies, field trips to farms, 187 

gleaning on farms and stipends to visiting farmers, (2) the provision of 188 

professional development and skills training for educators, school 189 

nutrition professionals, parents, caregivers, child care providers and 190 

employees and volunteers of organizations administering or assisting in 191 

the development and implementation of farm-to-school programs, and 192 

(3) piloting new purchasing systems and programs. 193 

Sec. 12. Subsection (f) of section 10-215l of the general statutes is 194 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 195 

passage): 196 

(f) Not later than January 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the 197 

department shall submit a report on the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant 198 

Program to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly 199 

having cognizance of matters relating to education, in accordance with 200 

the provisions of section 11-4a. Such report shall include, but need not 201 

be limited to, an accounting of the funds appropriated and received by 202 

the department for the program, descriptions of each grant awarded 203 

under the program and how such grant was expended by the recipient 204 

[,] and an evaluation of the program and the success of local farm-to-205 

school programs that have received grant awards under this section. 206 

Sec. 13. Subsection (b) of section 10-221w of the general statutes is 207 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 208 

passage): 209 
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(b) Not later than July 1, 2022, each local and regional board of 210 

education shall adopt a policy, or revise an existing policy, concerning 211 

the eligibility criteria for student enrollment in an advanced course or 212 

program. Such policy shall provide for multiple methods by which a 213 

student may satisfy the eligibility criteria for enrollment in an advanced 214 

course or program, including, but not limited to, recommendations 215 

from teachers, administrators, school counselors or other school 216 

personnel. Such eligibility criteria shall not be based exclusively on a 217 

student's prior academic performance and [that] any use of a student's 218 

prior academic performance shall rely on evidence-based indicators of 219 

how a student will perform in an advanced course or program.  220 

Sec. 14. Subdivision (3) of subsection (c) of section 10-222k of the 221 

general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 222 

thereof (Effective from passage): 223 

(3) Any parent, [or] guardian or student serving as a member of any 224 

such committee shall not participate in the activities described in 225 

subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, of subdivision (2) of this subsection 226 

or any other activity that may compromise the confidentiality of a 227 

student.  228 

Sec. 15. Section 10-222w of the general statutes is repealed and the 229 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage): 230 

Not later than January 1, 2022, the Social Emotional Learning and 231 

School Climate Advisory Collaborative, established pursuant to section 232 

10-222q, shall convene a working group to (1) review sections 10-222d 233 

to 10-222p, inclusive, relating to bullying and safe school climate plans, 234 

(2) make recommendations concerning (A) amendments to [said] 235 

sections 10-222d to 10-222p, inclusive, (B) the inclusion of restorative 236 

practices in safe school climate plans, and (C) state-wide adoption of the 237 

National School Climate Standards, and (3) provide technical assistance 238 

and support to local and regional boards of education in adopting and 239 

implementing the Connecticut Model School Climate Policy, policy 240 

number 5131.914. The Social Emotional Learning and School Climate 241 
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Advisory Collaborative may consult with or include representatives 242 

from the national Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional 243 

Learning as members of the working group in implementing the 244 

provisions of this section. 245 

Sec. 16. Subsection (c) of section 10-222t of the general statutes is 246 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 247 

passage): 248 

(c) The parent or guardian of a student shall receive prior written 249 

notice of any social-emotional learning assessment or mental health and 250 

resiliency screening described in subdivision (2) of subsection (b) of this 251 

section that is to be administered pursuant to subsection (b) of this 252 

section. No student shall complete such assessment or screening unless 253 

such parent or guardian provides permission [that] for such student 254 

[may] to complete such assessment or screening. 255 

Sec. 17. Subsection (b) of section 10-530 of the general statutes is 256 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 257 

passage): 258 

(b) The comprehensive background checks required pursuant to 259 

subsection (c) of section 19a-80, subsection (c) of section 19a-87b [,] and 260 

subsection (a) of section 17b-749k, shall be conducted at least once every 261 

five years for each child care services provider or staff member in 262 

accordance with the provisions of 45 CFR 98.43, as amended from time 263 

to time. 264 

Sec. 18. Subdivision (4) of section 17a-248 of the general statutes is 265 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from 266 

passage): 267 

(4) "Eligible children" means children (A) (i) from birth to thirty-six 268 

months of age, who are not eligible for special education and related 269 

services pursuant to sections 10-76a to 10-76h, inclusive, and (ii) thirty-270 

six months of age or older, who are receiving early intervention services 271 

and are eligible or being evaluated for participation in preschool 272 
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services pursuant to Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities 273 

Education Act, 20 USC 1411 et seq., until such children are enrolled in 274 

such preschool services, and (B) who need early intervention services 275 

because such children are: 276 

[(I)] (i) Experiencing a significant developmental delay as measured 277 

by standardized diagnostic instruments and procedures, including 278 

informed clinical opinion, in one or more of the following areas: 279 

Cognitive development; physical development, including vision or 280 

hearing; communication development; social or emotional 281 

development; or adaptive skills; or 282 

[(II)] (ii) Diagnosed as having a physical or mental condition that has 283 

a high probability of resulting in developmental delay. 284 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 from passage 10-211a(a) 

Sec. 2 from passage 14-111e(a)(2) 

Sec. 3 from passage 10-265s(d) 

Sec. 4 from passage 8-210(c) 

Sec. 5 from passage 10-15j(c)(5) 

Sec. 6 from passage 10-15j(e) 

Sec. 7 from passage 10-16 

Sec. 8 July 1, 2023 10-16b(a) 

Sec. 9 July 1, 2025 10-16b(a) 

Sec. 10 from passage 10-204d 

Sec. 11 from passage 10-215l(b) 

Sec. 12 from passage 10-215l(f) 

Sec. 13 from passage 10-221w(b) 

Sec. 14 from passage 10-222k(c)(3) 

Sec. 15 from passage 10-222w 

Sec. 16 from passage 10-222t(c) 

Sec. 17 from passage 10-530(b) 

Sec. 18 from passage 17a-248(4) 
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Statement of Purpose:   
To make technical revisions to the education and early childhood 
statutes. 

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except 
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not 
underlined.] 

 


